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CONFIDENTIAL, 


' . GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 
The Almora Akhbér of the 8th January says that the Circulation, 
i, The xeaent reselution CS0lution on.local self-government, °° copies. 
oe of the North-Western Pro- lately issued by the Government of 
ee Tr eee the North-Western Provinces and 
— Oudh, clearly shows that Sir Alfred 
Lyall has accepted Lord Ripon’s noble scheme with cordiality, 
and not under a sense of compulsion, as was done by his pre- ° 
degessor, Sir George Couper, and is ready to carry out the 
wishes of the Supreme Government as far as practicable. 
There is no doubt that this province is far behind some 
other previnces in the matter of education, and therefore 
the scheme cannot he carried out in its entirety here as in 
, the latter. But nothing could be more unjust than to deny 
\ this province the advantages of local self-government altoge- 
ther on that account. Lord Ripon has expressly declared 
that the scheme will not lead to an immediate im provement 
in local administration, but that the object is to give the 


people political education, Sir Alfred Lyall has fully under- 
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stood the wishes of the Government of India, and has drawn 
up a scheme well suited to the requirements of the province.” 


~The Kavi Vachan Sudhd ( Benares) of the 1st January states 

Comments on the new that it is a matter of surprise and . 
Hindu Wills Bill. regret that, although it has frequently 
referred to the new Hindu Wills Bill, no contemporary except 
the Behar Bandhu and the Bhdrat Mittra has yet expressed 
its opinion on the Bill. The Sudhd is, however, glad to see 


that its comments have already*borne fruit. It would seem 


that the Government of India has addressed a circular--to 
Local Governments and Administrations, enquiring what law 
is at present in force about the confiscation of estates of 
men who die without heirs, calling for statements of such * 
estates confiscated within the last ten years, and urging that 
great care should be exercised in future in confiscating such — 
estates. So just and liberal-minded a Viceroy never came to 
India. Similar orders were issued by Raj& Dushyantin ancient — 
times in the matter of confiscating such estates.. When arich 
man, named Dhan Vridh, died without leaving a son, the 
prime minister of the R&j& asked permission to seize all his 
property. The R4éja said that if the deceased was a rich man > 
he must have left several widows, and asked if any of them 
were pregnant at the time. One of them was found to be preg- 
nant, and the Raja declared that the posthumous child of the 
deceased, though still unborn, should inherit his property. 
In the time of the Ahilyab4i of Indor two rich traders, Banarsi 
Dis and Tappe D4s, died without sons, and their widows 


offered to pay all the money they had left into the State 
treasury. But Ahily4&b4éi did not take the money and told 
the widows to devote it to some charitable object in com- 
memoration of their deceased husbands, Accordingly they 
built a bathing ghdt by the side of the river at a village called 
Kar. According to the new Hindu Wills Bill an executor will 
sometimes be able to misappropriate the money bequeathed by 
the testator for areligious or charitable object, on some 
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tociieal grounds, if he pleases; no man can. nominate his 
daughter’s son, who is still unborn, as his heir* at the time 
of her marriage, as is the custom among the Hindus; the 
daughter’s son cannot be appointed heir* until he has come 
of age, and so forth. Nothing can be more unjust than this. 


The Mumtdzu-l- Akhbdér (Bara Banki) has a long article in 
' Phe establishment of ts issues of'the lst and 8th January 
Sa Sa about the proposed establishment of 
agricultural banks. The editor says that the mere suspension 
of revenue and rent in bad seasons cannot ameliorate the 
condition of agricultural classes unless satisfactory arrange- 
ments are made for providing them with money at reasonable 
rates of interest. The law about the grant of advances to 
them by Government cannot answer the purpose, for the 
procedure prescribed is very complicated and dilatory, and 
the Government makes advances only for agricultural improve- 
ments, and not for other purposes. In our opinion the three 
following measures are necessary to protect them from the 
extortions of Mahajans (professional money-lenders) :—(1) 
Mahéjans should not be allowed to charge landholders and cul- 
tivators more than a fixed rate of interest. Compound interest 
should not be allowed in any case. Landed property should 
not be sold in execution of decrees. But the Mahajans should. 
have the power to attach moveable property, rent, standing 
crops, &c. (2) Agricultural banks should be established, which 
should lend money to zamind&rs and cultivators for making 
improvements in land and also for domestic expenses. (3) 
Suspensions and remissions of revenue should be made in bad 
seasons according to circumstances, in order that landlords 
and tenants may not have to borrow to pay their revenue and 
rent instalment respectively. 


There is no doubt that agricultural banks. ae prove 
most useful. One such bank, having a large capital, should 
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® The word weed in the original i is wast, Which means an exqoator, but. 
Obviously the editor has used it in the sense of an. heir: , 
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be established in evaty province. Tt shoiild have braiiches in 


all districts and tahsils. Half of the capital should be contii- 
buted by Government and half by landlords, European and 


Native Government officers, traders, &c. In fact, landholders 


should be required to bay shares in the bank in proportivii to 
the revenue they pay to Government. If any Musalman 


landholders do not draw dividends on their shares owing to 


religious prejudices, the bank should not charge them interest, 
when they take loans from the bank, to the extent of theit 
accumulated dividends. Loans should bé pranted to eultivas 
tors on the recommendation and responsibility of the zamiti- 
dar. A local board of directors, consisting of soine able resi- 
dent shareholders, should be appointed at every place, where 
theré is a branch of the bank, to direct and supervised the 
affairs of the branch and to look after the establishmetit. 
Tlie Nydya Sudhd (Harda) of the 8rd J anuary makes the 
em eee ee following observations about the quali- 
about the qualifications fications and pay of patwaris, the éx- 
and pay of patwaris, the #. .. |, | | ee 
examination of village pa- amination of village papers by kanun- 
an een te dea aaa gos and other revenue officers, and the 
tideration of the new De- improvement of agriculture, for the 
rtment of Agriculture ; ! ie ) 

and Commercé ithe Cen- tvonsideration of the new Departinent 

tral Provinces. . ; oe a eee 
of Agriculture and Commerce in thé 

Central Provinces : 
“ Here, as in other presidencies and provinces, a new 


‘Department has been organized under the control of an officer 


called the Director of Agriculture. This Department is to deal 
With thatteis connected with the preparation of village papers, 
with agriculture, including model farms, public gardens, 
arboriculture, ‘and court of wards’ estates. It will ulso have 
charge of and control over commercial questions, including 
trade statistics and the encouragement of trade and manu- 
factufes, as well as ‘ all measures relating to the prevention 


_of or struggle against famine.’ These and other duties, with 


the performance of which the Department is charged, if hon- 


-estly and eonscieitivusly perforiied, ate enough to engage 


( By. 
the tle and tax the brains of the officer who. mniay preside 
- OVeF it. 


~The preparation of Jamabandis or Lagwans, as the vil- 
tage papers are called, has, it seems, already engaged the 
attention of Mr. Fuller. These p papers, if correctly 4nd acco- 
| rately compiled, form the bases of very aseful statistical 
information. We know however from the past official feports: 
that the information which they supply on various poitts is 
not trustworthy. We think that, in order to énstfe ‘the correct 
¢ompilation of village statistics, it is nedéssary to improve 
the qualifications and position of out patwéris and the 
tahsfl staff. The qualifications of the present patwaris do 
not extend, as a rule, beyond reading and writing. We 
are aware that schools have been opened in some districts to 
instruct them in measuring and surveying Jand, but this 
is not enough. In order to attain the object in view, 
it is essential that a certain standard of educational and 
departmental proficiency be exacted from them. They should be 
made to pass a prescribed examination to be eligible to hold the 
office, It is héwever to be remembered that it would nut be 
just to require them to be better qualified unléss they are 
adequately remunerated. In most instances their allowances 
are so trifling that it would be difficult to induce competent 
persons to accept the office. Instead of appointing 4 patwari 
to every village, it would be better to entrast him with the 
duties of a group or circle of villages. The Work of superin- 
tendence and éxantination of village redords is as important as 
their preparation. This work legitimately falls to the share 
of a tahsili official called kanungo. This official is the right 
hand of the tahsildar and a referee to the district and divi- 
sional officers. His duties aré so multifarious that it is beyond 
the powers of aly ordiiary person to perform them all satis- 
factorily. The examination of these papers therefore usually 
devolves upon his agent, who cannot legally be held respoa- 
: sible for neglect of duty. Unless some steps be taken to allow 
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( 84 ) 
him a responsible assistant, no improvement in the work of 
examination and testing can be expected. It is also. impor- 


tant that the revenue officers, when on their cold-weather tours, 
should test and verify the entries made in the village papers. 


Agriculture is another subject which demands the close 
attention of Mr. Fuller. We have often read and heard of scien- 
tific experiments in agricultural operations in our experiment- 
al model farm at Nagpur. This farm has for a number of 
years been under the control of officers who have had their 
hands full of work. Most of these officers, we cannot help 
remarking, possessed neither scientific knowledge nor practi- 


cal experience and aptitude to work out such experiments. 


Their knowledge in agriculture did not extend beyond read- 
ing a few books on the subject. One officer would introduce 
implements of husbandry prepared on most refined and scien- - 
tific principles, another would strongly advocate bone-powder © 
manure, and a third would read lessons to his old gardener 
on rotations and pruning Jawari crops that they might. 
branch off and yield a bumper harvest. The Nagpur model 
farm has hitherto been a sad failure and disappointment, but 


it is very surprising to see that these failures are attributed 


to unavoidable and uncontrollable causes, such as floods and: 


drought. We extract the following para. from the Adminis- 


tration Report of the Central Provinces for the year 1881-82 
to substantiate the truth of what we say :— 


‘The year was on the whole not a very sucessful one on 
the farm. There was a considerable want of scientific system 
in the conduct of the experiments undertaken. Care was not 
taken to differentiate the experiments so as to ascertain the: 
really efficient factor, nor were the experiments conducted 
on any properly formulated plan.’ 


We therefore take this opportunity of suggesting that, 
instead of undertaking such costly and impracticable. experi- 
ments, it would be much better if our new Director would, 


in « ar to be serviceable to the Government. and the — 
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apricultural classes, thoroughly acquaint himself with local | 
knowledge connected with agriculture and bring his experiences 
to bear on their requirements. ‘Scientific experiments’ have - 
so often failed that the agriculturists of India have lost all 
confidence in their efficacy. A reference to the past Reve- 
nue reports would at once show that our agriculturist suffers, 
not so much from want of scientific knowledge as he does from _ 


causes such as cattle-disease, rigour of forest intel drought, 
and the like. 


We will give our views on trade and manufactures in 
connection with this Department on some other occasion.”’ 


The. same paper quotes some extracts from the Hon’ble 


The Hon’ble Mr. U- Mr. Ilbert’s speech recently delivered 


bert’s speech on the rules a ; 
“a wk a on by him on the rules of business of the 


preme Legisiative Council Supreme Legislative Council ‘in con- 
im connection with the | 


scheme of giving greater ection with the scheme of giving 
me a greater publicity to legislative mea- 


sures, and then proceeds to remark :— 


‘We are very much thankful to the Hon’ble speaker for 
the expression of these sentiments, Unfortunately, for the 
vernacular papers of the Central Provinces, however, there 
exists no separate department entrusted with the duties of the 
compilation of extracts from them, as in other provinces. So 
far as we know, the Inspector-General of Education is the 
Reporter of the Press, but, for one reason or another, no 
extracts are submitted from time to time. We therefore 
earnestly hope that our Local Government will be pleased to 


do the needful in this behalf, 


There was another point in the speech which touches 
‘ apon an important subject hitherto unnoticed—namely, the 
numerous notifications, rules and regulations which were 
made from time to time either under executive authority or 
under the authority of a particular Act. In regard to those 
rules Mr. Ilbert remarked thus:—‘ The existing practice 
with reference to these rules was that when they were made, 
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they were published ‘i in the “logal official Gazette,or in the. 
Gasette of India, asthe case mightbe. It appeared te the. 
Government of India that, in the gang of legislation of this 

kind-—for it was lagislation-rit was ag important ag in the. 
case of Bills that opportunity should be given for external 

unofficial criticism before the rules had been finally settled, 

The Government had accordingly recommended that any 

rule, regulation, or notification which aftected the outside 

public, whether made under executive authority or ynder the. 
authority ofan Act, should, before being issued by the Local 

Government or Administration, and, where sanction was 
required, before being submitted for the sanction of the Gov- 

ernor-General in Council, be published as a draft, with the 

view of ascerta-ning whether any valid qbjection could be 
taken to it.’ 


This measure js yery wholesome, and, if acted up te in 
the spirit in which it has been made, we doubt not that the 
public will be greatly benefited by it,” 
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The same paper states that native women, belonging to 
The necessity of female the higher classes of the community, 
doctors in India. are exposed to great inconvenience 
from want of female doctors in the country. They aro. 
accustomed to live behind the screen, and prefer death 
to showing their bodies to doctors for treatment in case 
of disease, The Government should send for some able 
female doctors from England and appoint them to large 
stations on adequate pay, They should treat sick women and 
also teach medicine to those women of higher classes who 
desire to learn it. No doubt the measure would involve some 
expense, but it would relieve a great deal of misery. __ 


Circulation, The Hindt Pradtp (Allahabad) for December, in regard 


200 copies. she tate Middle Class * the late Middle Class Anglo-verna- 


_Anglo-vernacular and Ver- — ] d Vernac lar Bxami ati ns 
naculur Exsminations held - cRlar an V FRaCH NS: BE natia C 


_ im the North-Western Pro- , remarks that the examinations were 
_ i oe Se Properly condusted this year “The 
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questions. were not stolen and were generally: suited to the 
capacity of candidates. As regards the translation papers - 
set at the Anglo-vernacular Examination, the Hindi and 
Urdu boys had.to render the same vernacular paragraphs into 
- English, but different English paragraphs were set to the two 


classes of examinees for translation into the vernacular, 


those set to the Hindi examinees being more difficult than 
those set to the Urdu examinees, The same. translation 


papers should be set to them in order that one. class of boys — 


may be under no disadvantage compared to the other. If 
different questions must be set in text-books, as the Hindi 
and Urdu boys read different books, care should be taken 


that the questions set to the one class are not more difficult 


than those set to the other. 


As regards the Middle Class Vernacular Examination, 
the editor complains that the Mathematics papers, especially 
the. Euclid paper, were rather stiff. As the standards for 
the Anglo-vernacular and the Vernacular Examinations are 
the same, tke same questions should be set at the two exami- 
nations as far as practicable. At all events those set at the 


latter should be by no means more difficult than those set at 


the former. It should be remembered that the candidates for 
the Vernacular Examination have neither got good text-books 
nor good teachers, like the candidates for the other examina- 
tions. Their teachers themselves have generally only passed 
the Middle Class Examination, and their pay does not exceed 
ten or twelve rupees. 


The Panjab Punch (Lahore) of the 6th January complains 


that when district officers go out on 
The custom on the part 


of district officers of mak- tour during the cold weather, the men 


ha 
roy Paap e.g A whose cases are pending in their courts 


_ courts followthemon tour + the time have to follow them. This 
during the cold weather. 


Circulation, 
130 copies. 


practice is a source of great inconveni- — 


ence and. loss to the poor-men. They have necessarily to leave 


- their work .for some days, are put to some expense by the 


, journey, and greatly suffer from. .the . inclemency of the 
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weather. It would bea good thing if the officers decided their 


cases before leaving their headquarters, or postponed them until 
their return from tour. 


Coneiatien, The following extract from the J4ligarh fe nstitute Gazette 
— . of the 30th December concludes the 
The so-called Oriental 
evstem of education con- article which appeared in that pa- 
maee. per in condemnation of the Oriental 
system of education, and the first portion of which was pub- 
lished at pages 9, 10 and 11 of the Selections from vernacular 
newspapers for the week ending the 4th January, 1883 :— 


“Supposing that some technical terms of mathematics, 
chemistry, &c., which are certain sciences, be established in 
_ our language, but, asthe language of the administrators is quite 
different from ours, it can never be expected that those terms 
are likely to be adopted by Government offices, and made use 
of in other matters connected with Government, or that trades 
men whose trade is connected wiih engineering. or medicine, 
&c., and among whom only the English language is preva- 
valent, will ever make use of such terms. Consequently, a 
man who has not received his instruction in English can, 
even after studying the certain sciences, never be of any use 
in his whole life. 


Logic, philosophy and political economy, which are un- 
certain sciences, if brought before the mind in the guise of the 
vernacular, will, besides presenting a difficulty in technology, 
entirely lose their original force and will by no means deve- 
lope the intellect. Lord Macaulay and the members of the 
Board of Education of his time have unanimously admitted 
‘that the intellectual improvement of those classes of the 
people who have the means of pursuing higher studies can at. / 


present be effected only by means of some mnaengee ne ver- 
_nacular among them.’ Sore 7 ia 


_ The sciences and arts were not greatly improved in 
the time of the Abbasi Caliphs: only a few books of | 
Greck Philosophers were to be‘found in Greek, which werd 


\ 


, \ 


ae 


translated into Arabio. But that timeis paint. No ow chine are 80 
many new inventions and so many new branches of the various 
sciences and arts being investigated that a century back from 
this time no one would have ever thought of them. Every 


year new books of different sciences are now so numerously 


published as would have exceeded the number of books that 


were to be found in any of the largest libraries of the Abbasi 


Caliphs. Every student, who desires to be well versed in any 
one science, has to go through all the books of a library, and, 
besides that, has to make himself acquainted with numberless 
papers, journals, and reviews that are published now-a-days. 
Hence, supposing that even a few books were translated into 
vernacular, they would surely fall short of imparting any 
ability te a person, and no one would be able to gain as, much 
as to be considered the pride of the nation. 


We admit that the primary education, such as is now 
imparted in the village and tahsili schools, is beneficial in 
vernacular, but that instruction cannot confer any national 


honor. National honor is only when there are many persons 


to be found in the nation, who have received high education, 
and which cannot be attained by means of vernacular trans- 
lations nor by means of Arabic or Persian, but only through 
the medium of European languages, whether it be through 
English, French, or any other. Thus, those who try to lead 
us astray from this right path to any other way, and show us 
the worn-out charms of Arabic and Persian, luring our hearts 
with old stoties ; also those old people of our own nation, who, 


out of their love for old sciences and arts, cannot suffer us to 


follow the right path, are not our friends virtually. The for-— 
mer do not wish that their nation be reckoned among the 
respectable nations of the world, while the latter are deter-. 


‘mined, under a mistake, to waylay us and to keep the whole’ 


nation in a. degraded condition. Atthe present day there 


are to.be found many learned men in our nation, who are 


well read in Arabic literature, who are of no less ability than 
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their ancestors in old sciences and arts which were studied by 
our forefathers; but of what use are they in the world of to-day, 


and what honor can the nation itself derive on their account ? 


‘Their information is so narrow that even students of lower 


classes laugh at them. In fact, they know nothing of what 


is going on in the world ; they are just like one brought up 


in an under-ground cell from his very infancy, and with the 
exception of those few who had attended him in that.cell, he 
had not heard a single human voice. It is not true that they 
support the religion and are the chief pillars of it. For 
supporting religion also, it is necessary to be acquainted with 
those sciences and arts which have now sprung up and are 
inconsistent with all religions ; they even do not know what is 
contrary to their religion in modern days and what is ‘not. 
Thus, when they are ignorant to such an extent, how can 
they support religion ? 


Besides this, we must see how the business of our daily 


life is going on, and what we are to do in order to accomplish 


that. Half a century ago Lord Macaulay said :—‘ English 


‘is the language spoken by the ruling class. It is likely 
to become the language of commerce throughout the seas 


‘of the east. It is the language of two great European 
‘communities which are rising, the one in the south of Africa, 
‘the other in Australia—communities whick are every year 
‘becoming more important and more closely connected with 
‘our Indian Empire. Whether we look at the intrinsic 
‘value of our literature or at the particular situation of this 


~ ©eountry, we shall see the strongest reason to think that, of | 
Salil foreign tongues, the English tongue is that which would 
. be the most useful to our native subjects, ’ 


Much more has been realized than what the true, wise, 
and sincere patriot of education, Lord Macaulay, had thought. 


. Now we need not look about the eastern seas, but we have 
.-to look into the internal condition of our own country. At 
‘Calcutta, Madras, Bombay, aud Allahabad, and i at } other large 
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‘eentres of commerce, Hares is virtually: the language of the 
trading class. Railways have brought all India in close 
communication, just as if it were one big city. Telegraph 
is the language of our personal and commercial wants. 
Now-a-days there is but very little difference between a man 
ignorant of English and a beast. Hence, we cannot say 
anything more than Lord Macaulay has said of those who 
are engaged in worldly pursuits, and, instead of applying 
themselves to the study of European sciences and literature 
are engaged in the study of Asiatic literature. He says—‘ They 
have wasted the best years of life in learnicrg what procures 
for them neither bread nor repute.’ 


Ancient languages, especially Arabic, Persian, and San- 
skrit, are, no doubt, languages which improve the knowledge, 
and every Muhammadan student ought to gain a knowledge 
of Arabic, which is as useful as it is sacred ; but it is only 
when he also has an acquaintance with those necessary sci- 
ences and the language, which are so very essential for 
worldly purposes, or rather, we can say, which are so very 
necessary to make a man of him, and without learning the ~ 
latter it is just like a parrot learning to talk. 


- We are very thankful to Government for having allowed 
us to learn whatever we please. It ought to have been:a 
duty of Government to give free scope to the Oriental system 
of education adopted by the Punjab ; the only question is 
that whether Government ought to have given special sup- 
port by enacting a law, to a measure which is virtually not 
advantageous to the country, and by taking the management 
of the same. upon itself ? Lord Macaulay has very ably 
answered this question by explaining what ought to be the 
principle of Government with respect to education. He says— 
‘I can by no means admit that, when a nation of high in- 
: tellectual attainments undertakes to superintend the educa- 
; tion of a nation comparatively ignorant, the learners are 
F absolutely to prescribe the course 1 ee is to. BA taken Av 
- ‘the teachers, | ° : 
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We can by no means forget the time when the Delhi 
College was founded, and Sir Charles Trevelyan was trying 
his best to procure students in order to teach them English 
literature, and there can be no doubt that at the present 
time the country is in need of English literature a 
thousand times more than it was at that time; and the 
British Government ought to feel gratified that those absurd 
and bad ideas which the people then entertained at the pro- 
pagation of English literature have now quite vanished from 
their minds. A desire for acquiring English literature has 
now sprung among the natives of this country.. In order to 
reconcile those communities which have as yet kept aloof 
from English literature and science, Institutions and Societies 
are being being started throughout the country. There are 
to be found persons in every community who are ready and 
busily engaged to confront those narrow-minded people of 
the same community, who’ still have a hatred for English 
literature and science. Consequently itis a matter of extreme 
regret for a true lover of his nation to allow the Panjab 
freedom from the study of English literature and science,. 
a province which is -far behind the other provinces of India, 


as far as the instruction of English literature and science is. 
concerned. 
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In India the question of education is no doubt an impor- 
tant one, and there must be a difference of opinion as to 
' what should be the policy of Government as regards educa- 
tion, or as to the answer to the question what would be | 
proper for Government, as rulers of India, to do in respect 
of imparting education. But we cannot help saying that 
there can be no better policy either for Government or for 
the country than that suggested by Lord Macaulay in this 
matter. When the late Lord was being opposed by his col- 
- leagues in matters of education, he said :—‘ In one point I fully 
agree with the gentlemen to whose general views am opposed. 
I feel with them that it,is impossible for us, with our limited 
means, to attempt to educate the body of the people, . We- 
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must at present do otir best to form'a class who may be inter- 


preters between us and the millions whom we govern—a class 
of persons Indian in blood and colour, but English in tastes, 


in opinions, in morals, and in intellect. To that class we may 
leave it to refine the vernacular dialects of the country, to 
enrich those dialects with terms of science borrowed from the 
Western nomenclature, and to render them by degrees fit vehi- 


cles for conveying knowledge to the great mass of _ dal 
lation.’ a 


But about half a century has elapsed since this opinion 
was pronounced, and the state of the country is quite 
changed iow, and it stands more in need of English litera-. 
ture than of Vernacular. Thus the lapse of time has given 
rise to a fresh question, viz., whether English literature is to 


have the precedence of the Vernacular, or whether Vernacular 
is to have the precedence of the English hterature; and for 


_ the decision of this question we stand in need of a second 


Macaulay. Government, with goodness of intention, wishes 


to make the natives learned and to give them a share in the 


administration of the conutry. The policy of self-govern- 


ment is an evident proof of the above assertion, But high 


education and self-government are as if they were twin 


sisters, and, unless they advance hand in hand, the policy of 
self-government cannot succeed. 


In this world there are both good and bad, but it is our 


duty to.select that which is beneficial for us. Consequently, 


we request our nation in general, and its chief members in 


particular, to ponder over the matter of education of their — 


children; and to choose which system will be bettet for them 
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The Rahbar-i-H ind (Lahore) of the 4th January disap- 


‘The abolition of three prorm of the abolition of Commis- 


Commissionerships in the ‘sionerships in the Panjab, recom-— 
mended by the Koh-i-Ndr in its issue - 
of. the. 25rd Decamber (vide page 893 .of the Selections seal 


Panj &b. 


Ciréulation, © 
430 copies. -- 
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vernacular newspapers for the week ending the 28th Decem- 
ber; 1882), and remarks that in case the Panjab Government 
abolishes three Commissionerships, the redistribution of divi- 
sions and districts should be made in the following way :— 
(1) The Lahore division should comprise Lahore, Gujranwalla, 
Firozpur, Amritsar, and Sialkot ; (2) the Hoshy4rpur divi- 

-~ sion: Hoshy4rpur, Jallandhar, Gurd&spur, and Kangra; (3) 
the Umballa division: Umballa, Ludhiana, Simla, and Kar- 
al; (4) the His&r division : His&r, Gurgaon, Delhi, Rohtak, 
and Sirsa; (5) the Multan division: Multan, Montgomery, 
Jhang, Meuiierasch, Dera Ghazi Khan, and Dera Ismail 
Khan; (6) the Kohat division: Kohat, Peshawar, Banna, 
and Hazfrah; (7) the Jhelam division: Jhelam, Rawal 
Pindi, Gujrat, and Shéhpur. The redistribution proposed 
by the Koh-i-MNir is open to the objection that some districts 


would be at a great distance from the headquarters of divi- 
sions. | 


The Rahbar-i-Hind (Lahore) of the 4th J anuary pub- 


| lishes an account of the Imperial dar- 
Rey eae e bar held at Lahore on Pty st Janu- 
aE ne Se ee ary by Colonel Minchin, Commissioner 
of Lahore. In his speech the Commissisioner referred to the 
subject of local self-government and asked the people to con- 
duct the management of their local affairs, which the Govern- 
ment was about to place in their hands, in a satisfactory 
way. He also referred to the evil custom of ddli (trays of 
fruit presented by natives to European officers), and said that 
all European officers should refrain from accepting such pre- 
sents, like,the Judges of the Lahore Chief Court, and that. 
the people should refrain from offering such presents. 
: POST-OFFICE. | | 
Circulation, _ The Bhdrat Bandhu (Aligarh) of the 5th January pro- 
on s poses the following postal reforms :— 
ome "proposals. made > 
in regard to the increase’ (1) The size of the quarter anna post- 


of the size of post-cards 
the weight of “privileged? cards should be increased both in 


newspapers, &c. = -Jength and breadth. The notice printed 
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“in Briglish on the front of ‘each card, that only the ‘address 
‘shoul be written on that side, should be also printed: in 
vernacular languages, or the practice of charging half an 
anna: postage on a post-card, in which anything besides. the 

_ address is written on. the front, should be cancelled. (2) Letter- 
papers bearing half anna embossed postage stamps and capable 
of being easily turned into the form of an envelope should 
be issued. (3) The limit of weight in the case of “ privi- 
leged” newspapers should be raised from three tolas to 
five or six tolas. 


The Reformer (Lahore) of the 8th January, referring to the Circulation, 
The severe: eiehictons TOW postal notes of small values which —. 
ere —— “ot pac have been introduced since the Ist of 
value. January, remarks that the people will 
‘be able to make small remittances by means of these notes at 
very small cost, but that there is reason to. think that the severe 
restrictions that have been placed on their use will prevent 
them from becoming very popular. If a note is mutilated or 
defaced or has an erasure, it will not be cashed.. If a note is 
not presented for payment within three months of the last date 
of the month in which it was issued, it will not be cashed, 
unless commission has been paid for the second time. If itis 
not cashed again within the next three months, it will become 
Government property. The sender must keep a memo. of 
the note before sending it. These strict rules deserve to be 
modified. | 
| LOCAL. 


‘The Lindt Pradtp (Allahabad) for December states that Goulation 
, The alleged prevalence it has repeatedly referred to the pre- 290 copies. 
\ of gambling at Allahabad. valence of gambling at Allahabad, but 
- no steps have yet been taken to check the evil, There must 
be at least.forty gaming-houses in the town, there being one 
-- or two such houses in every street. If the Government sees 
‘no harm in gambling, it should grant monopolies for the 


| keeping of gaming-houses every year, in order. that:it may 


é has been appointed a member: 
( agemient of the Fair. We are. 
? the sarne Musalmén officer will again practical 
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‘Have the recent orders of the Local Government on the 
subject alteady become a dead letter?, We havea high sense. 
‘of the wisdom and justice of Mr, Patterson. PRUs Fees Oe 


- “al ‘os ry y > <> ° ¢ 4 - ? 


« 


“<« 


. 


ormér” (Lahore)' of: the 8th January. complains _ : 
,, that although the Lawrence Hall at 
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subscrip- ~ 
_ tions, largely contribu by natives, - 
allowed to ‘visit the and the - 
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